HO-920

“Wheatland” (“Bleakwood™)
12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, Maryland

“Bleakwood,” or “Wheatland,” is located at 12570 Hall Shop Road, approximately 2 1/4
miles south of Clarksville in southwestern Howard County, Maryland. The property
contains a frame house with several additions and a frame barrack. The house faces
south toward the road, and is set back from the road, with a semi-circular drive in front of
it. The house is a 2-1/2-story, three-bay by two-bay frame structure with weatherboards,
a rubble stone foundation, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge.
There is a 2-1/2-story ell on the north that is three bays by one bay, has weatherboards,
and has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge. There is a one-story
addition on the north side of the ell. It is two bays by one bay, has German siding, and
has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge. The house was originally
a center-passage, single-pile plan with an ell. The re-entrant angle was then filled with an
addition that added a passage and a roof on the back.

“Bleakwood Farm,” or “Wheatland Farm,” was the property of the Adams family of
Anne Arundel County through much of the first half of the nineteenth century, and at that
time was a farm of 254 acres. Either Washington Adams built it shortly after he
purchased the farm in 1853, or it was built by his successor shortly after his death. Of the
owners who potentially were responsible for its construction, Washington Adams was the
most likely, considering the wealth that his property in Washington, D. C. provided him
and the fact that he was retiring from that city to the farm. After his death his brother, A.
J. Adams, purchased the farm. A.J. Adams died in September 1864, and his property
had to be sold to settle mortgages. The property was advertised for sale in 1866, and had
“a large and handsome frame dwelling house, lately built, a barn, ice-house, and other
outbuildings, and a blacksmith shop .. ..” The 254-acre farm was divided into two
parcels, and Ferdinand C. Pue purchased 152 acres and the buildings. The records give
no indication of an addition to the house, though there were several. The Pue family sold
the farm in 1941.
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Description Summary:

“Bleakwood,” or “Wheatland,” is located at 12570 Hall Shop Road, approximately 2 1/4 miles south
of Clarksville in southwestern Howard County, Maryland. The property contains a frame house with
several additions and a frame barrack. The house faces south toward the road, and is set back from
the road, with a semi-circular drive in front of it. The house is a 2-1/2-story, three-bay by two-bay
frame structure with weatherboards, a rubble stone foundation, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles
and an east-west ridge. There is a 2-1/2-story ell on the north that is three bays by one bay, has
weatherboards, and has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge. There is a one-
story addition on the north side of the ell. It is two bays by one bay, has German siding, and has a
gable roof with asphalt shingles and a north-south ridge. The house was originally a center-passage,
single-pile plan with an ell. The re-entrant angle was then filled with an addition that added a
passage and a roof on the back.

General Description:

“Bleakwood,” or “Wheatland,” is located at 12570 Hall Shop Road, approximately 2 1/4 miles south
of Clarksville in southwestern Howard County, Maryland. The property contains a frame house with
several additions and a frame barrack. The house faces south toward the road, and is set back from
the road, with a semi-circular drive in front of it.

House-Exterior

The house is a 2-1/2-story, three-bay by two-bay frame structure with weatherboards, a rubble stone
foundation, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge. There is a 2-1/2-story ell
on the north that is three bays by one bay, has weatherboards, and has a gable roof with asphalt
shingles and a north-south ridge. There is a one-story addition on the north side of the ell. It is two
bays by one bay, has German siding, and has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a north-south
ridge.

On the south elevation, the first story has a door in the center bay that has six panels with the frieze
panels set in the center. The panels have sunken fields and quirked Greek ogee and bevel panel
moulds. There are sidelights with three lights over one panel, and the panels match those in the
door. The doorway has a beaded-interior-edge mitered frame, and there is a five-light transom, with
a transom bar that has a large Greek ovolo at the top. On each side of the doorway is a single six-
over-six sash in a frame that matches the frame of the door. The windows have blinds with one
panel at the bottom of each, and these panels match the door. The blinds are hung on cast-iron butt
hinges with two knuckles. There is a one-story, three-bay porch across the front. It has a flagstone
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deck, six wood Doric columns set on top of paneled plinths that are painted but appear to be cast
concrete, and has a beaded-edge-and-center board soffit. The porch has a plain frieze and a flat roof
with a balustrade on it. This has square chamfered newel posts and square balusters. The second
story has French doors in the center that have eight lights each, and have blinds. There are six-over-
six sash with blinds to each side of the doors, and these are smaller than the first story sash. The
cornice has paired, sawn brackets, and is not boxed, but rather follows the profile of the rafters. The
end bays of the roof have dormer windows with a pair of one-over-one double-hung sash in each,
weatherboards on the sides, and a gable roof with north-south ridge and a cornice with returns.
There is an interior brick chimney on both the east and west gable ends.

The west elevation of the main block has two one-light sash in the foundation. The first story north
bay has typical blinds with panels at the bottom, and these are fixed shut. The south bay has a
typical first-story six-over-six sash with blinds that have panels. The second story north bay has a
typical six-over-six sash with typical blinds, and the south bay has typical blinds that are fixed shut.
The gable end has two six-light casement windows. The raking eave has plain board soffit. The
west elevation of the ell has a door in the center of the first story that has one light over two panels
and has a beaded-interior-edge mitered frame. There is a two-over-two sash with one blind set to the
north in a typical frame, and a typical first-story six-over-six sash with blinds and a typical frame to
the south of the center door. The second story has three two-over-two sash with blinds, but the
window frames cannot be examined closely. There is a wood box cornice with returns, and a dormer
in the center that has weatherboards, a two-over-two double-hung sash with head-cut trim, and a
gable roof with a cornice that has returns, like that on the south elevation. There is an interior brick
chimney on the north ridge.

The west elevation of the addition has a door in the center with four lights over three lying panels,
and has a two-over-two sash to the north of it, with blinds. The north elevation of the addition has
an exterior brick chimney in the center and a two-over-two sash with blinds to the east of it. The
east elevation of the addition has a center door with four lights over three lying panels, and to the
south of it is a two-over-two sash with blinds. The north elevation of the ell is covered by the
addition on the first story, for the most part, but has some German siding exposed. The second story
is cantilevered about six inches, with a sawn bracket at the northeast corner, beneath the cantilever.
There is a new six-over-six sash in the center of the second story, in an altered opening. The gable
end has a two-over-two sash with blinds.

On the east elevation of the ell, the first story has two one-story shed-roofed additions with German
siding. There is an addition against the north wall of the main block, and the roof slopes down to the
north. This has a six-over-six sash with blinds on the east elevation and another on the first story of
the north elevation, set high on the wall. Below this window is a new six-panel door in an old
opening that leads to the basement. There is a boarded-up window opening to the east of this door,
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and it has head-cut trim. The other addition is on the east wall of the ell, with a roof that slopes
down to the east. The east elevation of this addition has a six-over-six sash with blinds set to the
south, and an enclosed porch to the north that has plywood with battens and a storm door. This
addition also has German siding. The second story of the east elevation of the ell has a three-light
sash in the south bay, set low on the wall. The center and north bays have new six-over-six sash.
There is a gabled dormer that matches the west elevation. The north elevation of the main block, on
the second story, has a typical six-over-six sash with blinds in the east bay. The bracket cornice
matches the south elevation. The east elevation of the main block, on the first story, has a six-over-
six sash set to the south, with blinds that have panels. The north bay has closed blinds with panels.
The second story matches the first story, with the sash being smaller. The gable end matches the
west elevation.

House-Interior

The house was originally a center-passage, single-pile plan with an ell. The re-entrant angle was
then filled with an addition that added a passage and a roof on the back. The front passage has 2 1/4-
inch oak flooring that runs east-west. The baseboard has a quirked ogee on top. The architrave has
a broken field with a beaded interior edge, and there is a cornice above each opening architrave that
has a quirked Greek ogee bed mould, and a quirked Greek ogee on the cornice. The front door has
quirked ogee-and-bevel panel moulds. It has cast-iron butt hinges with two knuckles, and a new
mortise lock. There is a cornice above the transom and one panel under each sidelight that matches
the door. The east room door has four panels with sunken fields and quirked ogee-and-bevel
moulds. It is mortised and tenoned and pinned at the corners and has cast-iron butt hinges with two
knuckles. There is a mortise lock that is original, but has circa 1920s escutcheons and new brass
knobs. The west room door is missing. There is a straight run of stairs on the west wall, that
descends to a landing at the north end, then returns on the east wall to the south. It has a large turned
newel post that appears to be natural pine, with turned balusters and a trapezoidal handrail. The stair
has a plain stringer and the stairs are curved at the landing, with no newel posts, and the handrail is
not ramped. There are five vertical panels below the stairs, with sunken fields and quirked ogee-
and-bevel panel moulds. There is also a door beneath the stairway leading to the cellar. It has four
panels with sunken fields and no panel moulds, has cast-iron butt hinges with two knuckles, and has
a plain cast-iron rim lock. The rear or north door in the passage has been removed, and the
architrave does not have any cornice above it because it is set beneath the landing.

The east room has random-width pine flooring that runs north-south and varies between 3-1/2 and 5
inches. The baseboard, architrave, and cornices are identical to the passage. The window sash have
12-inch by 15-inch lights, ovolo muntins, and parting beads with a check rail. They are mortised and
tenoned and pinned only at the corners, it appears, and are hung on sash cords. The south sash has a
brass tag with the number “14” on the west side of the sill. There is no definite evidence that a
window opening existed on the north wall, but this wall is covered with wallpaper. There is a
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fireplace centered on the east elevation with a brick hearth and splayed brick jambs. It has a wood
mantel with plain, chamfered pilaster strips and has an ogee cut in the bottom of the frieze. It has a
plain mantelshelf, and was originally painted black, according to the owner. There is physical
evidence on the north side of the fireplace that a bookshelf had been built in in this location at some
time.

The west room has random-width flooring that runs east-west, is raised higher than the other flooring
indicating it was added, and varies between 2-1/2 and 4-1/4 inches. The baseboard, architrave with
cornices, and window sash match the east room. There is half wainscot consisting of vertical boards
with three beads in the center and one on the edge. The sills appear to have brass numbers, but they
are now painted and appear to be raised circles. The west elevation has a fireplace with a painted
concrete hearth. The back wall of the firebox has been cut out and the hearth cut through to install a
flue pipe for the furnace. The wood mantel matches that in the east room. To the north of the
fireplace is a built-in closet that is missing its door but has typical architrave and cornice and appears
to be original. There are four shelves inside the closet. On the north elevation, set to the east, is a
typical four-panel door with a mortise lock that has circa 1920s escutcheons and new knobs. It also
has typical two-knuckle butt hinges. This door leads to the vestibule.

The vestibule is located between the added rear passage on the east, the rear ell room to the north,
and a pantry to the west. The flooring runs east-west and contains pine that is 3- to 3 1/2-inches
wide and some 2 1/2-inch-wide pine that was probably added later. There is plain baseboard and
architrave with a quirked ogee and bead on the north, south and west doorways. The doorway on the
east is missing its door, but has a three-light transom above it that is mortised and tenoned and
pinned. The door has ogee-and-bead architrave and had a rim lock. The west doorway has a four-
panel door with sunken fields and no panel moulds. It has a plain cast-iron rim lock with new knobs
that was originally on the west side of the door. There are also plain cast-iron butt hinges with five
knuckles and pins. The north door has six lights over one lying panel, has sunken fields, and ovolo-
and-cavetto panel moulds. There is a plain cast-iron rim lock and stamped-plate butt hinges with
pins that replace the three original butt hinges. There is an ovolo-and-cavetto moulding at the
ceiling. This is not a new moulding. There is a ghost of a board on the east elevation, south of the
door, which was probably peg rail. The pantry to the west of the vestibule has 2 1/2-inch pine
flooring that runs east-west. The pantry is divided into two small rooms by a wall that runs north-
south, with a doorway in it. All of the architrave in it matches the vestibule.

The north ell room has 2 1/2-inch oak flooring that runs east-west. The architrave has a plain ogee
and bead, though the south door has a quirked ogee and bead like the vestibule. There is new crown
moulding. There is a doorway on the east, set to the south, which is missing its door. It had butt
hinges and a rim lock, and there is a three-light transom that is mortised and tenoned and pinned. On
the north elevation is a fireplace that is segmentally-arched, and the hearth is painted and appears to
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be concrete. The fireplace has splayed brick jambs and a parged surround. There is a wood mantel
with plain pilasters and frieze that is arched on the bottom of the frieze. The bed mould has a small
bevel at the bottom corner. The east elevation, to the north, has a window with 9-inch by 14-inch
lights and ovolo muntins. The sash is mortised and tenoned and pinned at the corners, has parting
beads and checkrail, and is hung on a tape on one side. The west elevation has a doorway set to the
south, architrave that is similar but has a quirked ogee and bead on the south while the top and the
north jambs have a small quirked ogee and bevel. There is a plain cast-iron rim lock and butt hinges
with ball finials. The door has panels with sunken fields but no panel moulds. To the north of the
door is a window with a two-light sash hung on tapes. The architrave matches that in the rest of the
ell. The south side ceiling has a plumbing chase. The east end of the south wall is set at a slight
angle to be just north of the east door, and appears that it was added later.

The rear passage floor is set lower than that of the main block and ell, and is 2 1/4-inch oak that runs
north-south. The south and west walls are weatherboards that are face-nailed with cut nails, and
have a 4 1/4- to 6 1/2-inch weather. There are two doorways with three-light transoms on the west,
with a six-over-six double sash to the north. There is an enclosed straight run of stairs on the east
wall, set to the south, and the stairs ascend to the south. The wall that encloses the stairway has
three-bead wainscot like that in the west room at the north end, beaded-edge vertical boards in the
center, and a 4-panel door to the south. This door has sunken fields, ogee-and-bevel panel moulds,
and is painted white over a dark brown varnished layer that has no indication of graining. The door
has one butt hinge with a ball finial and one newer butt hinge, and a plain cast-iron rim lock with
glass knobs that replaces an earlier rim lock. This wall also has architrave set at an angle following
the rise of the stairway; it has a broken field with a bead like the main block architrave. The door at
the bottom of the stairs has four panels with sunken fields and ogee panel moulds. There is a plain
cast-iron rim lock with glass knobs. The symmetrical architrave has two beads in the center flanked
by an ogee, with a bead on the inner and outer edges. There are also bulls-eye corner blocks. There
is a doorway on the north, but the door is gone. The architrave has a bead on the outer edge and a
cavetto on the inner. The east wall has two doors with head-cut trim. The north door has been
altered to have two lights over two panels, and has sunken fields with no panel moulds. It is hung on
butt hinges with ball finials and has a cast-iron rim lock with a porcelain knob. It leads to an open
vestibule. The south door has a modern six-panel door on butt hinges with ball finials, and has a
cast-iron rim lock with glass knobs. It leads to a small modern bathroom that has an old six-over-six
sash on the east. The sash has 9-inch by 12-inch lights, parting beads, and ovolo muntins. The sash
is mortised, tenoned and pinned at the corners and is hung on tapes. The window has head-cut trim.

The north room is a modern kitchen with linoleum. The two-over-two sash are not mortised and
tenoned and pinned, and the sash have parting beads and are hung on cords. The openings have
head-cut trim, and the doors are new.
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The northeast room is accessed through the doorway beneath the north passage stairs. There are five
steps up to the floor level, and there is linoleum on the floor. This room is now a laundry room and
has luan paneling on the ceiling that covers circular-sawn lath and plaster. There are two old
terracotta sinks in this room, along the west wall. German siding is used as architrave, and the six-
over-six sash date to the 20" century and are hung on cords.

The second story of the main block matches the first story plan, while the second story of the ell has
a passage with stairs in the southeast corner and two chambers on the west and one in the northeast.
The passage landing has a door with typical architrave and cornice, and the door has four panels with
sunken fields and ogee-and-bevel panel moulds. The door has butt hinges with two knuckles and a
mortise lock with glass knobs. The cornice over the door has a different bed mould than those on the
first story. The passage stairs continue up to the attic. The passage has 2 1/4-inch oak flooring that
runs east-west, and the baseboard matches the first story. The east and west doors have typical
architrave and cornice, and the doors have four panels with sunken fields and no panel moulds.
There are butt hinges with two knuckles. The east door is missing its mortise lock, and the west
door lock is new. The south door has a pair of eight-light French doors hung on butt hinges with ball
finials. The surround has a sunken center field. The cornice above the door is too wide for the door,
and has an ovolo bed mould. It appears that this was originally a window that was changed.

The east chamber floor is 4- to 6 1/2-inch pine that runs north-south. The baseboard, architrave and
cornice match the passage. The windows have 12-inch by 12-inch lights that otherwise match the
first story of the main block. There is a fireplace on the east elevation, with a brick hearth, splayed,
parged jambs, and a parged surround. It has a wood mantel with plain pilasters that have beveled
capitals. There is a plain frieze, a large Greek ovolo bed mould and a plain shelf. According to the
owner, this mantel was also black. To the north of the fireplace is a closet with typical architrave
and cornice, and a typical four-panel door with no panel moulds. The door is missing its rim lock.

The west chamber has the same flooring, baseboard, architrave, and cornice as the east chamber.
The east door is now missing its cornice, but has the bed mould. There is a fireplace on the west
wall that has a re-laid brick hearth, splayed brick jambs, and a new firebox. The mantel matches that
of the east chamber. To the south of the fireplace is a closet with a typical four-panel door that has
no panel moulds. The door has a small cabinet lock on the interior. The south window has a brass
number “25” on the sill. On the north elevation, set to the west, is a door with typical architrave and
cornice. This doorway is set low and could be originally window trim that was lowered and moved
here. The wall above is patched and could have the ghost of a cornice although this is not
conclusive. The doorway has a typical four-panel door that has no panel moulds, has an old mortise
lock with glass knobs, and has new escutcheons. The rear passage has a landing to the east with
stairs down on the east wall. There is a three-light window on the east, with side-cut trim, and the
sash has mortised-and-tenoned-and-pinned corners. There is a small, vertical board door on the west
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side that leads to a closet beneath the attic stairs. This door has face-mounted butt hinges with pins.
The passage runs to the west, with two steps west of the main block door at the landing. This
passage is carpeted, and the baseboard has a quirked ogee and bevel. There is an enclosed attic stair
just north of the passage, which ascends to the landing on the east and returns on the west. The
stringers and risers have chatter marks. The passage turns to the north, and the attic stairs connect
along the north run. The architrave has two beads and ogees, and has corner blocks. There are doors
on the west to two chambers, and another door on the north. All of these doors match the door to the
ell south chamber. There is also a new door and trim on the east wall, set to the north, which leads
to the northeast chamber.

The ell south chamber has a bathroom with tile floor and an old pedestal sink. The architrave has
beads and ogees like the first story of the rear passage, and has bulls-eye corner blocks. There are
four steps down into this room. The sash are hung on cords. In the northwest corner, about two feet
beneath the ceiling, is a diagonal projection into the room, possibly to support the chimney. The east
door has two panels with sunken fields and ogee panel moulds. It has a plain iron-plate rim lock
with glass knobs, and foliate butt hinges with pendant finials.

The northwest chamber has carpeting, typical ell baseboard, architrave and sash, and has a chimney
on the north, with a closet to the east of it. The closet has a typical ell door. On the south wall is an
old sink. The northeast chamber has new trim, new sash, and new wainscot.

The main block stairs are open to the attic, and the attic is completely finished. The architrave has a
quirked ogee-and-bead back band. There are beaded-edge vertical-board doors with Suffolk latches.
The east door hinges have five knuckles and pins, while the west door hinges have two knuckles.
The dormer architrave matches the second story passage south door. The gable end windows have
plain ogee-and-bead architrave, and are hung on butt hinges with two knuckles. There is a square
slide bolt on the bottom of each sash. The east side of the east dormer has circular-sawn lath with
wire nails.

The ell attic is not connected to the main block. It was finished, with two 2 1/2-inch pine flooring
that runs north-south, typical ell architrave with corner blocks, typical ell baseboard, and lath on
plaster walls. There was a closet built in on the south with beaded-edge-and-center vertical boards
and a typical ell door. This attic also had a claw-foot tub. The flooring and lath and plaster on the
walls were all removed in late 2006, after the first inspection of the attic, for alterations and
renovations to this room. This has exposed construction of the main block. The rear wall of the
main block has studs that are primarily circular-sawn with a slight curve to the saw marks indicating
a large-diameter blade must have been used. Most of the studs have a tenon on top, though some are
toe-nailed at the top with cut nails and do not appear to have a tenon. Some of the timber in the
main block is adzed on one side, and must be reused. At the west end of the stairs is a scarf joint in
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the plate, with a post beneath it. The post is 3-1/2 inches by 6 inches and has a tenon on top of it that
passes through an open mortise in the scarf joint. There are several cut nails through this joint. Both
the post and the plate are circular-sawn, and the plate is 3-1/2 inches wide by 4 inches high. Most of
the studs are about 2-1/2 inches by 3-3/4 inches. The main block joists sit on top of the plate and run
north-south. Most of them are 2-1/2 inches by 3-1/2 inches and are spaced 18 to19 inches on
centers. There is a tongue and grooved board false plate nailed to the joists with cut nails. The
rafters are primarily circular-sawn, are 3-1/2 to 4 inches deep, and are 2-1/2 to 3-1/2 inches wide.
They are spaced 18 to 20 inches on centers, and are toe-nailed to the false plate from the side with
cut nails. The joists are notched on their bottom face to lap over the plate and extend beyond the
wall 5-1/4 inches, though most of them have recently been cut off. The roof sheathing boards are
sash-sawn and are split off on the ends. The attic floor has joists running east-west across the ceiling
joists between the new walls, with the floorboards nailed on top, running north-south. The attic
joists are toe-nailed to the ceiling joists with cut nails. The plaster lath is circular-sawn. The studs
seem to be 9 feet, 10 inches high to the bottom of the plate.

The ell attic joists run east-west and lap at the center where they are nailed together with wire nails.
The joists are circular-sawn, are 1-3/4 inches by 7-3/4 inches, and are spaced 24-1/2 to 25 inches on
centers. They rest on a partition wall on the second story. The rafters are circular-sawn 2 by 6s that
are spaced 23-1/2 to 24-1/2 inches on centers. They are mitered and butted at the ridge, and the feet
are mitered and set on the joists. There is a stove chimney in the ell below the floor level, north of
the head of the stairs, and this chimney does not go down to the first story. The original siding of the
ell has a rabbet on the back of the bottom edge that laps the top corner of the weatherboard below it.
This siding has a 5§ 1/2-inch weather.

The basement consists of one room under the main block only. Joists run east-west and lap at the
summer beams under the passage walls. Some of the joists are hewn on one side, and circular-sawn
on the other. These joists are 2-1/2 to 3-1/2 inches by 9-1/2 inches deep. Other joists are sash-sawn
on both sides and are 2-1/4 inches by 10 inches. They are spaced 15 to 17 inches on centers. The
joists are mortised and tenoned and pinned to a header, and it is pegged to trimmers. There is a long
beam across the fireplace piers and the hearth boards rest on bricks that are set on this beam. The
ends of some of the joists are split off, and all of the joists and other floor framing is whitewashed.

Barrack

There is a barrack located about 100 feet from the house. It is a one-story, three-bay by one-bay
frame structure set on rubble stone piers, with vertical-board siding that has battens on the north and
south elevations of the east bay, and on the east elevation. There is a gable roof with an east-west
ridge, corrugated metal roofing, and a cantilevered hood on the east end. The south elevation has
center wagon doors hung on rollers, and a vertical board door at the east corner that is hung on
butterfly hinges. The east elevation has no openings. The gable end has double doors beneath the
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hood, made of vertical boards. These doors open in, and the hinges are not visible. The north
elevation has a wagon door opening in the center that is boarded, with part of a roller track left in
place. The west elevation has no openings. The building is constructed of a circular-sawn heavy
timber frame that is nailed. It has a center wagon floor with a mow to the north and the south, and
has a dirt floor. The bents have a single center post with braces. There is a partial board wall on the
north mow that closes it off partly, and this could be an added feature. The rafters are 2 by 4s that
are mitered and butted at the ridge and support board lath. There is a hay track with a fork hung
along the ridge.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

O

O

A

B

D

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history.

Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

[ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[J] B removed from its original location.

[0 € abirthplace or grave.

[0 D acemetery.

[0 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[] F acommemorative property.

[C] G lessthan 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

C. 1853-1957

Significant Dates

n/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder

n/a

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):

O

O Oood

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:

[] State Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State agency

[0 Federal agency

[0 Local government

[0  University

[0 Other

Name of repository:
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Summary Statement of Significance:

“Bleakwood Farm,” or “Wheatland Farm,”is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion C, in that it embodies the distinctive characteristics of its type and period, being a
mid-nineteenth-century family farm operated originally with slave labor. The farm continued in
operation until ¢. 1962, changing over that time as agriculture changed. Even though only part of the
farm survives, it does so in a region that has seen extensive development already and continues to
change drastically, leaving few resources of its type. The house retains good integrity and was
above-average in the quality of its finishes. “Bleakwood Farm,” or “Wheatland Farm,” was the
property of the Adams family of Anne Arundel County through much of the first half of the
nineteenth century, and at that time was a farm of 254 acres. Either Washington Adams built it
shortly after he purchased the farm in 1853, or it was built by his successor shortly after his death.
Of the owners who potentially were responsible for its construction, Washington Adams was the
most likely, considering the wealth that his property in Washington, D. C. provided him and the fact
that he was retiring from that city to the farm. After his death his brother, A. J. Adams, purchased
the farm. A. J. Adams died in September 1864, and his property had to be sold to settle mortgages.
The property was advertised for sale in 1866, and had “a large and handsome frame dwelling house,
lately built, a barn, ice-house, and other outbuildings, and a blacksmith shop . . ..” The 254-acre
farm was divided into two parcels, and Ferdinand C. Pue purchased 152 acres and the buildings.
The records give no indication of an addition to the house, though there were several. The Pue
family sold the farm in 1941.

Resource History and Historic Context:

“Bleakwood Farm,” or “Wheatland Farm,” was the property of the Adams family of Anne Arundel
County through much of the first half of the nineteenth century, and at that time was a farm of 254
acres. George and Magdalene Adams purchased the farm in 1839 for $2660, but they had no
children, so after their death a brother, Washington Adams of Washington, D. C., bought out the
interests of his siblings in 1853. Washington Adams owned a hotel, a store, and a house in
Washington, D. C., and apparently moved to the farm to retire from business; both business
properties were leased to others when Adams died in 1857. Adams wished to be buried “on my
Bleakwood Farm” beside his aunts and uncle, which was most likely what is now known as the
“Wheatland Farm” property. He also ordered that the farm be sold because, if rented, poor
management would reduce its value. Adams was clearly operating the farm, and had a pair of oxen, a
bull, steer, two cows, a yearling heifer, five mules, a mare, a horse, a dozen pigs, seven hogs, three
sows, 22 shoats, and uncounted poultry. The crops included wheat, oats, and potatoes. The farm
had been partially mechanized, since Adams had a wheat fan, wheat drill and thrashing machine.
Labor was supplied by five slaves, at least four of whom were probably a family. The two oldest,
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John, 45, and Peggy, 44, were “to be as free from servitude as the law will allow,” and if they could
not support themselves, then Adams’ widow, Ellen, was to provide for them. Two men, Sam and
George, both age 20, went to Adams’ son William Clinton Adams, and were “to be hired out until he
[William] becomes of age.” Ellen Adams received the woman Huldy, who was 18. (1)

The inventory of Washington Adams property reveals a little about the house on his farm, which
seems to have been rather well furnished for a farmhouse. This is no doubt because he brought
many items from Washington, D. C., including several oil paintings. The parlor windows had
cornices over the top of the curtains, and the rosewood center table and rosewood étagere were
probably kept here. There were also two plush walnut arm chairs and a mahogany parlor chair. The
passage had a lamp, stair carpet with brass rods, and apparently a mahogany rocking chair. The
house contained a built-in china cupboard, and had a pantry. All of these details about the building
are consistent with the existing house, though hardly proof that they are one and the same. A
traditional date given for the house is the 1830s, however it is clear from the details in the building
that it does not date that far back. The cornices over the windows and doors are most common in the
1850s in rural Maryland, and the large turned stair newel must certainly date after 1850. The wood
mantels on the first story have Tudor arches on the bottom of the frieze, which was generally not
found until after 1850. This suggests that either Washington Adams built it shortly after he
purchased the farm in1853, or it was built by his successor shortly after his death. The tax records
for the period 1852-66 do not indicate any construction, though that is hardly conclusive. Of the
owners who potentially were responsible for its construction, Washington Adams was the most
likely, considering the wealth that his property in Washington, D. C. provided him and the fact that
he was retiring from that city to the farm. The farm was valued at $2378 in 1859, with the
improvements being $600 of that amount. This figure seems low for the existing building, but that,
too, is not conclusive. The house is unusual for Maryland farmhouses in its use of blind windows on
the exterior of both stories of both gable ends to preserve symmetry. (2)

Ellen Adams sold the farm to Washington’s brother, Andrew Jackson Adams, for $6,609.85. A. J.
Adams had another farm near “Wheatland Farm,” and the 1860 agricultural census lists him as
owning 361 acres, one-third of it unimproved. This farm was probably the land that his father,
William, assembled in three transactions in the early 1840s and sold to him in 1849. His livestock
was similar to that of his brother, including two oxen, two horses, five mules, seven milch cows and
10 other cattle, 40 hogs, and five sheep. He was raising wheat, corn, oats, hay, potatoes, and
producing wool and butter. A.J. Adams died in September 1864, and his property had to be sold to
settle mortgages. The property was advertised for sale in 1866, which tells one something about it.
The other farm that Adams owned was 109 acres, and had no improvements other than a lime kiln.
Adams was living at “Wheatland Farm,” which was described as having “a large and handsome
frame dwelling house, lately built, a barn, ice-house, and other outbuildings, and a blacksmith shop .
... Adams also owned two Y-acre limestone quarries, known as “Cissell’s Quarries,” which must
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have provided the necessary stone for his lime kiln. The description that the house was “lately built”
has been applied to buildings up to 20 years old, so one cannot make too firm a conclusion from this
description. However, the existing house is likely to be the same building described in the

advertisement, and judging from the details noted above, was lately built in the 1850s or early 1860s.

3)

The 254-acre farm was divided into two parcels, and Ferdinand C. Pue, of the Pue family of Howard
County and a younger son of Dr. Arthur Pue of Ellicott City, purchased 152 acres and the buildings
for $7,000. A plat of the property, created for the subdivision and sale of the farm, is in the
possession of the current owners. Ferdinand Pue is not included in the 1870 agricultural census, but
the standard census for that year indicates that he was a farmer and was living near Ellicott City, not
at “Wheatland.” Ferdinand Pue is listed in the 1876 tax assessments. His land was valued at $2700
and the improvements at $1500, relatively more for the improvements than the assessment from
1859. While also not conclusive, it suggests that the new house was built after 1859 and not by
Washington Adams. Pue’s farm had six horses, six cattle, and three hogs, a typical number of
livestock for a family farm the size of Pue’s. The 1880 agricultural census provides a better picture
of Pue’s farm. Only 95 acres were under cultivation, with an additional seven acres in permanent
meadow. Pue had 12 acres in corn, producing 90 bushels, 19 acres each in oats and wheat,
producing 300 bushels of each crop, 27 acres in grass that, when mown produced 25 tons of hay, and
an orchard that included 150 apple and 150 peach trees, each on three acres. The apple trees
produced 25 bushels and the peach trees twice as many, plus Pue had 1/2 acre in potatoes that
produced 50 bushels. There were undoubtedly other crops and fruits on the farm that were not
enumerated. Pue’s livestock included nine horses, five milch cows, three other cattle, 15 hogs and
40 laying hens that produced 75 dozen eggs. Pue sold five cattle, probably for beef, but was also
producing butter (200 Ibs.) and milk (700 gal.) in quantities that suggest they were also intended for
market. Thus, his operation was a diversified one typical of a small family farm, with the products
for the previous year valued at $800. He paid $325 in wages and spent another $300 in fencing and
fertilizer, leaving a profit (if the figures are accurate) of $175. The numbers indicate how much
capital was needed to establish and operate a farm in this period. (4)

In 1908 Ferdinand Pue turned his farm over to his wife and a son as trustees, but his wife died
shortly afterward and he died the following year." The farm apparently remained in trust for the
benefit of some unmarried daughters until 1917, when the family was forced to settle the estate. The
court determined that the administrators could sell the farm privately so long as they received at least
$10,000 for it, and five of Pue’s unmarried daughters paid that amount for the property. A limestone
quarry located about two miles from the farm, but considered part of it, was sold separately. The
justification for this was given by Grover Cleveland Pue, who was asked whether the quarry had
been used recently. He replied: “It has not, during the last 15 or 18 years. It was formerly used in
connection with the farm; but it is now cheaper to buy lime than to burn it, & for that reason we do
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not use it any more.” Apparently, it was Ferdinand C. Pue who changed the name of the farm to
“Wheatland.” A picture of the farm in the early 20" century emerges from the documents. At Pue’s
death he had probably turned over much of the farming operation to one of his sons (most likely
Grover), but he remained active with 34 sheep and 37 lambs. His three horses were probably for
general use, not for active farming, and his four shoats were probably just for food for himself. He
still had some farm tools, including a disc harrow, a fairly new introduction, but he clearly did not
have enough to run a farm. Nor were any house furnishings listed, indicating that he had already
turned them over to his daughters. In April, 1912 the farm was assessed for a new barrack, valued at
$250 and undoubtedly built the previous year. This was probably the existing barrack on the
property, which is built with a circular-sawn timber frame that is nailed together, rather than pegged.
This construction dates the building to the first few decades of the 20" century, though there is little
definite to go on, and the barrack could be a later replacement of the 1911 structure. (5)

The records give no indication of an addition to the house, though there were several. The first was
put in the reentrant angle between the main block and ell, and included a second story on the kitchen
ell. The profile of the architrave, the foliate hinges, and the use of wire nails in the construction all
suggest a date ¢. 1890-1910. This addition must have been put on by Ferdinand Pue to
accommodate his growing family (he had 11 children still alive when he died) and especially his
seven single daughters, all of whom were apparently staying at home. The front porch was probably
added at this time, replacing an earlier, shallower porch, and the center bay of the second story
converted to a door to give easy access to the top deck of the porch. Two more additions were made,
probably both of them before 1950. The Pue sisters sold the farm, now 140 acres, to Thomas and
Ellen O’Brien of Washington, D. C., in 1941. They retained the farm for 20 years, but it was
apparently never their primary address. During this time the farm was reduced to 121 acres, but
apparently continued to be farmed until 1962, when the house and buildings were cut off on just over
3 V4 acres.

A garage addition is planned for the house which will take the laundry room addition.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2.45 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1‘1 _f[_iJ_L[rf 3IF)UFJI'LJ___L_

Zone Easting Northing Zone

2‘| III‘!III 4[|[{|II!‘[II

Easting Northing

[] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Kenneth M. Short

Organization  Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning

date May 2007

street & number 3430 Courthouse Drive

city ortown  Ellicott City state Maryland

telephone 410-313-4335

zip code 21043

Additional Documentation

“Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’'s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPQO)

name Scott & Lora Ann Vaszil

street & number 12570 Hall Shop Road telephone 301-854-9027
city ortown  Fulton state Maryland zip code 20759

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate

properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of

this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Wlanagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description:
The boundaries are identical to the boundaries of the property, being tax map 40, parcel 267.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries encompass all of the historic structures that survive from the farm, on a small lot
cut off from recent development.
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CHAIN OF TITLE

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU- CONSIDER- ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION

Fulton Restoration LLC/? Loa Ann & Scott Wayne 7.9.2003 MDR Deed - fee $490,000 2.4516 a

Vaszil (H/W)/? 7526-3217 simple
Robert H, & Jeanne W. Fulton Restoration LLC/? | 2.28.2003 MDR Deed - fee $525,000 1)2.4516 a
Kruhm (H/W)? 7025-24 simple 2) 1.3918 a
William E. & Deborah A. Robert Herman & Jeanne 1.6.1981 CMP Deed of $0 2.4526a
Kennedy (H/W)/? Wilson Kruhm (H/W)? 1037-500 correction
William E. & Deborah A. Robert Herman & Jeanne 5.23.1980 CMP Deed - fee $168,000 3.8434 a 2 deeds
Kennedy (H/W)/? Wilson Kruhm (H/W)? 1001-490 simple
John Ross, Jr. & wf. Helen | William E. & Deborah A. | 8.1.1969 CMP Deed - fee $5.00 1.4a
W. /? Kennedy (H/W)/? 515-299 simple A)
John Ross, Jr. & wf. Helen | William E. & Deborah A. | 6.3.1968 CMP Deed - fee $5.00 5.075a 2 deeds
W. /? Kennedy (H/W)/? 488-621 simple B.)

Deed - fee
6.3.196 CMP-488-

John T. & Mary E. Swan | jopn Jr. & Helen W. s 617" simple $5.00 5.203A
(H/W)/Howard Ross (H/W)/ Howard X.)

John, Jr. & Helen W. WHH Deed - fee
Jahn I. & Mary E. Swan | Roge (H/W)/? 6.22.1962 385-26 simple 340 6582
(H/W)/Howard Y.)
William E. & Kinzer E. John T.q& Mary E. Swan | 12.4.1961 WHH D&f‘:d - fee $5.00 1.16 A
Eaton (H/W)/Washington (H/W)/? 377-427 simple mentioned in
DC mortgage

release
121.573A
Thomas P. & Ellen V. M. William E. & Kinzer E. 8.18.1961 WHH Det?d - fee $5.00 121.573A
8’Br\i}e£ (H/W)/Arlington Eaton/Howard 372-465 simple
0.
Sallie D. Pue Tl,mrr.las P. & Ellen V.M. | 4.2.1941 BM Ir. Det.:d - fee $5.00 140.08A sin at p/o “Hickor
Nellie F- Pue O’Brien 169-583 simple é'e * parcel of and known
atherine ue i eatlan of new

Louise ue (H/W)/Washington DC locanon of Fulton-Highland

Isabel H. Pue/Howard

Road




Wheatland HO-920
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CHAIN OF TITLE
Page 2
GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU- | CONSIDER- ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION
James Clark, Sallic’E. Pue, @ally L Deed 168 | 101000 250A - 1A~ | Equity, Ho. Co. 7.31.1917,
trustee/Howard 104-297 simple 1+ A dockét 4-100
&26sq.p. - Arthur Pue, Jr, v. Sallie D.
“Old Quarry” - | Pue, eral )
limestone Sale 8.2.1917, private
quarry
Thomas Donaldson, trustee, | | crainand C. Pue 32LI86T | rwrng Deed -7 | ¢7 000 152A & old Circuit Ct. 5.12.1866
et al 26-370 quarry Jane E. Adams, etalv. E. C.
Adams et al
Watkin & Dorsey bought it
and sold to Pue
Ellen Cayler Adams, exec. Andrew J. Adams/? 7.23.1858 WWWwW Deed - fee $6,609.85 254-0-35 ARP | Will 3.9.1857
of Washington Adams, 19-222 simple Sold 9.2.1857 to Andrew 1.
Howard Adams $26/A p/o
“Worthington’s Purchase out
of Snowden’s Manor” &
“Partnership”
John Motter Washington Adams/ 9.28.1853 WWw Deed - $131.00 254-0-35 ARP | George & Magdalene Adams
William Motter/Carroll Washington DC 14-199 Indenture late of Howard, intestate
Motters are kids of Susannah
Motter (nee Adams) sister of
George & Magdalene
Washington Motter Washington Adams/ 9.28.1853 WWW Deed - $197.00 254-0-35 ARP | Grantors are kids of
Paul Zemer & wf. Elizabeth | Washington DC 14-203 Indenture Susannah Motter (nee
(nee Motter) Adams)
John Leese & wf. Sarah
(nee Motter)/Adams Co.,
PA
Remus & Catherine Riggs Washington Adams/ 7.25.1853 WWw Deed - $412.00 254-0-35 ARP | Catherine & Susannah are
Wm. & Susannah Orndorff, | Washington DC 14-278 Indenture kids of deceased brother John
Montgomery Co. Adams
William & Barbara Adams George, Mary & 3.27.1839 AA Co. Deed - 7 $2,660 254-0-35-ARP
(H/W)/Anne Arundel Magdalene Adams, AA WSG 23-
634
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NOTES:
A, MODERN PORCH ENCLOSURE NOT SHOWN, STEPS ARE MODERN STONE.

B. MODERN DECK NOT SHOWN.

(1 o 5 = C. MODERN STONE STEPS, @
1] 5 10 20FT
D. FLAGSTONE PAVING.

HO-920 "WHEATLAND" 12570 HALL SHOP ROAD

FIRST FLOOR PLAN - MEASURED BY KEN SHORT & LAURA DORSEY - DRAWN BY KEN SHORT - FEBRUARY 2007
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HO-920

“Wheatland Farm”
12570 Hall Shop Road
tax map 40, parcel 267

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/propertymap/14/1405356172.jpg


resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/propertymap/

HO-920

“Wheatland Farm”

12570 Hall Shop Road

1866 plat, possession of owners
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HO-920

“Wheatland Farm”
12570 Hall Shop Road
Clarksville Quad
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HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD South elevation
Ken Short, September 2006 1/14



12570 Il Sho Rod, Howronty, MD rth est elations

HO-920 “Wheatland,”

Ken Short, September 2006 2/14
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HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD East elevation
Ken Short, September 2006 4/14



HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD First story stair newel
Ken Short, September 2006 5/14



HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Passage door cornice
Ken Short, September 2006 6/14
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“Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD East room, first story, view southeast

HO-920

September 2006 7/14

2

Ken Short
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HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Southwest room, first story, view northwest
Ken Short, September 2006 8/14



HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Rear passage, first story, view south
Ken Short, September 2006 9/14



HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Rear passage, first story, west elevation
Ken Short, September 2006 10/14



HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Ell north room, first story, view northwest
Ken Short, September 2006 11/14
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HO0-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard Co., MD Passage, 2™ story, vw. south
Ken Short, September 2006 12/14
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HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Southwest chamber, second story, view northwest
Ken Short, September 2006 13/14




HO-920 “Wheatland,” 12570 Hall Shop Road, Howard County, MD Barrack, south & east elevations
Ken Short, September 2006 14/14



Photograph labels

HO-0920 20060905 01
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
South elevation

Ken Short

September 2006

1/14

HO-0920 20060905 02
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
North & west elevations
Ken Short

September 2006

2/14

HO-0920 20060905 03
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
East & north elevations
Ken Short

September 2006

3/14

HO-0920 20060905 04
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
East elevation

Ken Short

September 2006

4/14

HO-0920_20060905_05
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
First story stair newel
Ken Short

September 2006

5/14

HO-0920 20060905 06
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Passage door cornice
Ken Short

September 2006

6/14

HO-0920 20060905 07
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
East room, first story,
view southeast

Ken Short

September 2006

7/14

HO-0920 20060905 08
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Southwest room, first
story, view northwest
Ken Short

September 2006

8/14

HO-920

HO-0920 20060905 09
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Rear passage, first story,
view south

Ken Short

September 2006

9/14

HO-0920 20060905 10
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Rear passage, first story,
west elevation

Ken Short

September 2006

10/14

HO-0920 20060905 11
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Ell north room, first
story, view northwest
Ken Short

September 2006

11/14

HO-0920 20060905 12
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Passage, 2™ story, vw.
south

Ken Short

September 2006

12/14



Photograph labels

HO-0920 20060905 13
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Southwest chamber,
second story, view
northwest

Ken Short

September 2006

13/14

HO-0920 20060905 14
“Wheatland”

12570 Hall Shop Road
Howard County, MD
Barrack, south & east
elevations

Ken Short

September 2006

14/14

HO-920



